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For some reason these were not at the moment
available, and I had to satisfy them with a solemn
promise that they should not leave Aba'l Lissan
without them. Now they were due to leave Aba'l
Lissan with the reconstructed Convoy No. i on the
30th, which was the day following that on which they
were due to arrive there. It was clear then that
the rifles, which formed ten camel loads, must be
sent up on the following day if my promise was to
be kept, and I must get the ten camels by hook or
crook out of the Sherifian authorities, as every one
of my own was earmarked for other work.
Early next morning I visited Sheikh Yusuf,
FeisaPs representative at Akaba, and explained
matters to him. Sheikh Yusuf greeted me hospit-
ably in his stifling audience room. He professed
to see no difficulty. The ten camels would be sent
up at once with the rifles and ammunition. I went
back to breakfast in the Mess, but once bitten is
twice shy, and an hour later I paid another visit to
the Sheikh. The camels had not gone. Sheikh
Yusuf was very sorry. As a matter of fact he had
found it impossible to hire any camels. It was God's
will. I saw the Sheikh watching me closely, and
talked bravely about other matters. Very soon I
rose to go—rather sooner than politeness demanded.
" I take leave," I said politely. cc I have somewhat
to do.55 The Sheikh was inquisitive. " Doubtless
some urgent matter ? " he ventured. " Nay, nay,"
said I, " a mere matter of a telegram." "A tele-
gram ? To whom ? " " Nay, it is of no moment,
my brother." " But to whom, I beseech you?"
"ToAllenby." "ToAllenby? Allah ! what sayest
thou to Allenby?" enquired the Sheikh. CC3Tis
naught, O Sheikh. I do but ask him to delay the

